Bil 235 2.3 dropbox  instructions
Discussion Observation Paper
Instructions
1. Using the information obtained from discussion 2.3, write a two page paper summarizing your observations of these books and what you have learned from your colleagues. Be sensitive to apply any of your findings to the roles and relationships of 21st century ministers.
2. Please apply any of your findings to the roles and relationships of 21st century believers, and especially ministers. Please do not consult any explanatory notes or other secondary sources (commentaries, etc.) in your inductive study.

Here are the comments from other students to incorporate into the paper
From Connie
1. The Church of Galatia:  Paul had identified that some of the Jewish Christian teachers in Galatia were having difficulty in deciding if the Gentile Christians had to follow the laws of the Old Testament. Specifically, they were adopting old laws of circumcision and requiring the new Gentile Christians to be circumcised. Another problem Paul identified in Galatia involved some Christian teachers that felt that Christians had to follow the law to grow in Christ. Paul reminded them that the Holy Spirit was how Christians would grow in faith not by the power of man (Galatians 3: 3-6, NIV).  The theological foundation in Galatians is justification by faith.  The ethical solution was: “Know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So, we too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified” (Galatians 2:16, NIV). Paul tells the Christians that Christ has set them free. The calling of freedom is led by the Spirit and not by the law. “For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command:  Love your neighbor as yourself” (Galatians 5:14, NIV).
2. The Church at Thessalonica: The church of the Thessalonians was established by Paul in his first trip to Thessalonica and was relatively new. Due to persecution, Paul abruptly left Thessalonica. Although the Thessalonians remained strong in their faith while facing persecution, they had many unanswered questions. The purpose of this letter was to answer questions relating to salvation and the coming of the Lord. Second, Paul reinforced the problems with false prophets. Last, he addressed how Christians should live faithful and responsible lives. The ethical solution for the problems that Paul identified included: “Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all, hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:20, NIV).  Second Paul addressed the concerns of the coming of the Lord again  “Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us-whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter-asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction” (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, NIV). Paul’s theological foundation in Thessalonians is God’s design of history and his views on the end of times.
 
3. The Church of Corinthian: Paul wrote his Corinthian letters during his third missionary trip. Paul learned of significant conflicts that came about in the church. In this letter, Paul addresses the following problems: damaged relationships in the church, sexual misconduct, gender roles in the church, use of spiritual gifts, eating meat sacrificed to idols, and the rejection of Paul’s authority as an apostle. The division of the church was a result of the Christians believing the teachings of one apostle over another and causing arguments amongst themselves. “What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:12, NIV). The church also became divided by lawsuits, not caring for the poor, and failure to collect funds for the needy in Jerusalem as promised. The Christians disregarded sexual matters and accepted the shameful acts. “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife” (1 Corinthians 5:1, NIV).  In 1 Corinthians 11:4-5 (NIV), Paul addresses the transgression of use or lack of use of head coverings during public worship. The overuse of spiritual gifts during worship caused confusion. “Otherwise when you are praising God in the Spirit, how can someone else, who is now put in the position of an inquirer, say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since they do not know what you are saying” (1 Corinthians 14:16, NIV). In 1 Corinthians chapter 8, Paul indicates that eating meat that has been sacrificed to idols was acceptable as long as eating the food was not part of a pagan worship. Finally, the Christians of Corinth rejected Paul’s authority as an apostle “Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely, I am to you! For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me” (1 Corinthians (9:1-3, NIV). Paul’s theological foundation in Corinthians is faith, hope in the future and love as components of Christian living.

From Sara
· Please identify the key issues that occasioned Paul’s letter to each of these churches. Identify the theological foundations and the ethical solutions he prescribed for each of the problems you identified. You should provide your classmates with at least a short paragraph summarizing each church’s needs.
· 1. Galatians- Galatians is based on commitment to salvation. The letter was to inform of the situations that Jews were faced with. The letter to the Galatians was a warning of attack occurring. “Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ” (Galatians 3:16). 
· Thessalonians-Creating an Christian church is Thessalonians hurt Paul chance of sticking around. Paul’s letter was to encourage Thessalonians to continue to have a great life. “To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Thessalonians 1:1). 
· Corinthians-Paul writes this letter because he knew of the possibility for Christian faith. Paul discusses that “love is patient, love is kind.”      Love should never hurt but be nothing but joy for a person. Paul wants everyone to follow and do things that he feels Jesus Christ would want. 
· Romans-This letter was to tell of God’s salvation and grace. In Romans 12:12, “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.” We should use our gift of joy and prayer to our advantage in our affection with anyone, especially our Holy Spirit. 

From Jeff
Galatians
            The churches in Galatia seemed to have issues with preachers teaching a false message about the Jewish law and it's implication to receive Christ. Paul responded by teaching that the purpose of the Jewish law was to declare that everybody was a sinner, unable to keep the law. Then Jesus became sin so that everyone (sinning Jews and Gentiles alike) may receive the promise of the Spirit only by believing through faith. Paul goes on to remind them of the freedom Jesus gave them; allowing them to love their neighbor as their selves and to live by the Spirit.
 
I Thessalonians
                            The first letter to Thessalonica appears to be a response to Timothy's report that they've stayed faithful in times of trouble. Observing that 3/5               of the book is encouragement leads me to believe that the main issue was continued prosecution. However, he does casually address a few issues:
              Issue: Sexual Immorality.
            Prescription: He teaches on the importance of controlling our bodies to live holy lives.
            Issue: Laziness.
            Prescription: Paul discusses quietly working hard to demand the respect of others and to avoid being dependent on anyone.
            Issues: Questions regarding the salvation of folks that have already died.
            Prescription: He encourages them that God will bring those that died in Christ and professes details about Jesus' return regarding the dead in                  Christ.
            Issue: Questions about the time and date Jesus will return.
            Prescription: He teaches them that no one knows when He'll come back, but to live alert and self-controlled.
 
II Thessalonians
                       This letter seems to be a follow up of the first, highlighting issues the church was still struggling with.
            Issue: Church unsettled by reports, supposedly from Paul, that Jesus has already returned.
            Prescription: He taught on two things that must happen before Christ will return; the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed                  (antichrist?).
            Issue: Reports of idle, lazy folks not carrying their weight.
            Prescription: First he reminds them of the rule, "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." Then he instructs them when dealing with those                          people not to associate with them, but warn them of the rule without shaming him.
 
 I Corinthians
            There were several distinct topics that occasioned the first letter to Corinth and they fell into two categories; issues going on in the church that Paul needed to correct and questions they had for him to answer. First, here are the issues he addressed and the prescriptions he offered:
            Issue: Quarrels due to the church being divided about who they follow.
            Prescription: He taught on their roles as humbled servants of Jesus so that no man may boast. Reminded them of their faith in God.
            Issue: Sexual immorality (incest).
            Prescription: He told them not to associate with the man, even ordering them to hand him over to Satan. (I'm not sure what that means exactly).
            Issue: Christians filing lawsuits against one another.
            Prescription: Teaches on the lack of grace being displayed among minor disputes.
            Issue: Sexual Immorality (prostitutes).
            Prescription: He teaches that our bodies should be honored based on the fact that they are actually temples that house the Holy Spirit.
 
After addressing the issues reported he addresses questions that they have. The questions are regarding marriage, sacrifice to idols, Paul's apostleship, a believer's freedoms, the Lord's supper, spiritual gifts, love, prophesies and tongues, and the Gospel.

From Eric
Churches of Galatia:
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.
Church of the Thessalonians:
After helping to establish the young Christian church in Thessalonica, Paul had been driven out of the city. But the Thessalonians remained in his thoughts and prayers, and after an encouraging report from his fellow evangelist Timothy about the enthusiasm of the Thessalonian church, Paul wrote this letter to encourage the community to continue to stand strong despite the pressures and persecution they faced. 
The second letter that was written in 2 Thessalonians expands on one of the subjects Paul addressed in his first letter to this community. The Thessalonians may have responded to his first letter with questions that needed further answers; Paul also mentions hearing reports of problematic behavior by some in the church, which he felt obligated to correct.
Church of Corinth:
Word had reached the apostle Paul that the Christian community in Corinth had fallen into a variety of serious moral errors. The vibrantly pagan culture that Corinth was famous for had crept into the church there—to the point where there was alarmingly little that distinguished the Christians from the non-Christians. But Paul’s letter to the spiritually struggling Corinthian church was not intended just to harangue them for their failings. Paul challenged his Corinthian brothers and sisters not just to step back from error, but to actively cultivate holy lives in emulation of Jesus Christ.

From Sam
1. Paul wrote the letter to the church in Galatia because there was still controversy over having to abide by the law or Jewish tradition in order to obtain salvation.  He was upset that they may return to their old ways. He explains what salvation is through Jesus; and righteousness is found by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead, not some law. Galatians chapter 2:16 says “know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So, we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.”
2. Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians is to encourage them to continue to pursue a righteous life even when they face persecution, resist temptation and exercise self-control. He wants them to be prepared for Christ’s return. He also gives them hope by saying in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.”  His next letter with them is similar to his first and he explains the return of Christ.
3. The letter to the Corinthians corrects immoral behavior, addresses division in the church and instructs them how to live a righteous life. In 1 Corinthians 13, He explains the importance of love. Then he goes on to discuss the resurrection. His letter to them in 2 Corinthians is to explain why he had to change his plans to visit, the troubles that he had been through and how he had to rely on God. He also talks about forgiveness, comforting others and giving.
4. The letters to the Romans are to tell of God’s grace and salvation. In Romans chapter 12:1, Paul talks about making your body a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. He also talks about the importance of using your gifts and serving the lord with them.

From Corenda
Part 1
1. Galatians-Galatians insists on Christian liberty from any doctrine of salvation that requires human effort in addition to divine grace. An explanation of the difference between liberty of faith in Christ Jesus and bondage to law and works (Galatians 3:16, NIV). Was written to the church in Galatia and clearly and passionately clarifies the gospel; we are saved by faith and not by the law. That we have freedom through Christ alone and to ease the heavy burden of trying to do good enough to win God’s approval. 
Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ (Galatians 1:10, NIV).
2. Thessalonians-Congratulations and comfort: Congratulations upon conversion and Christian growth and exhortations to further progress, with emphasis on comfort from and expectancy toward the second coming (1 Thessalonians 2:12, NIV). Paul encourages the believers that Christ is coming back (2 Thessalonians 2:1-2, NIV). He will return, not like the first time, but this time in all his glory and tells us how we are to act while we wait.
3. Corinthians-Paul writes this letter to solve problems of manners, morals, and beliefs within the church (I Corinthians 5, NIV). Was written to the church in Corinth to address specific problems the church was having and to answer questions that had been sent to Paul. Was written as a defense of Paul’s ministry, his authority, and apostleship I Corinthians 9:1-3, NIV). It describes all he had been through for the sake of the gospel and points the way to living victoriously by the grace of God.
4. Ephesians-The church as the body of Christ: Paul covers the spiritual privileges and responsibilities of the church (Ephesians 4:26-32, NIV) (Ephesians 2:8-10, NIV) (Ephesians 6:11-15, NIV). Unlike most of Paul’s letters, Ephesians seems not to have been written in response to a particular circumstance or controversy. Was written from prison and calls believers to a holy walk because of who they are in Jesus Christ and the great blessings we receive through him.

From Donnie
Church of Corinth-- The people are divided saying one follows Paul, another follows Apollos, one Cephas and one follows Christ. Paul asks the people if Christ is divided.  Paul then goes on to let the church of God in Corinth know that they need to follow the message of God to be successful.  They can not attempt to do things their own way or they will fail. Paul basically lays out to the people what needs to be followed in order to live a life under God's law and not human law.  Paul touches on every subject from worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ to the unmarried. There is a lot of sin in the church and Paul is letting them know a change needs to be made in order to truly live as spoken by God.
Church of Thessalonians-- The first letter is praising the church and saying how wonderful they are in living by the word of God.  The apostles are very thankful for all the hard work and strength that has be shown in worshipping the Lord.  The people are living correctly and have not let anyone come between them and their faith.  In the second letter Paul is questioning some of the peoples prerogative when it comes to faith.  Dissension is starting to form among the church and Paul comes back to remind them to live in accordance to the teachings they received from the apostles and to stay away from any non-believers.
Church of Galatia-- The church has abandoned the word of God. Paul reminds the church that he was once a persecutor of God but God chose him to preach his word. This example is telling the people that they can be saved again if they again start to follow in the footsteps of the Lord.  Even though the wording is different I think that Corinth and Galatia are similar in the message.  The word of God is not relevant and Paul is letting both churches know what steps need to be taken to live by the faith that has been preached to them from the apostles. 

From Alicia
Paul used his letters as a form of encouragement and guidance while he served in other areas and countries. Through them many believers were strengthened and corrected. Paul wrote to each of the following churches for a few key reasons. Even though some of the teachings in these letters overlap, it helps paint a clear picture of the message Paul preached.
Galatia:
            When looking at the Galatians Paul had one main point he wanted to get across with a few subpoints. The main point is that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the law. Through Him there is freedom.  From the text it is easy to see that the Galatians found comfort in the law and teachings that incorporated the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. Paul starts off in chapter one explaining that there is no other gospel then the one he originally preached to them; he urged the Galatians not to be misled by those who were trying to corrupt/pervert it (Galatians 1:6-9, New International Version).  He went on to tell a story about how he even confronted Peter about being hypocritical when he no longer dined with Gentiles when some friends of James came into town (Galatians 2:11-13, New International Version). Paul went on saying that “…if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing” (Galatians 2:21, New International Version). After Paul says this he breaks down in chapters three through six and expounds upon how there is freedom from the law by believing in Jesus Christ. In a sense Paul goes back to the basics of salvation since the Galatians were confused by those trying to manipulate the gospel.
Thessalonica:
            When comparing the three churches, the church of Thessalonica was Paul’s shining star. At the beginning of both books Paul starts off giving praise to God because of the Thessalonians’ faith. These people seemed to be swayed the most by teaching that Jesus had already returned.  In both of Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians he addresses this (1 Thessalonians 5 and 2 Thessalonians 2, New International Version). He further explains in 2 Thessalonians 2 that Jesus will come like a thief in the night. Another topic he touches at the end of both books is not being idle (or lazy). In 2 Thessalonians 3, he says that people should be willing to earn the food they eat and not be freeloaders, using himself as an example of hard work (verses six through twelve, New International Version). He ends this section with saying that those who do not obey this should not be associated with the church so that they will feel ashamed (2 Thessalonians 3:13, New international version)
 
 
Corinth:
The Church in Corinth seemed to have a lot of things going right for them, but there were areas that Paul needed to confront. The first being that they should only be followers of Christ not of man; in chapter three Paul breaks it down and says that they should be fighting over what apostle they follow, because they are only humans called to spread the word.
The second was about allowing people who sin openly into their congregation. In chapter five Paul calls out the man sleeping with his father’s wife and those who are supporting him in it. Paul explains how this is vile and how the person should be cast out of the congregation so that later he can come to his senses and return to Christ. He continues on saying that anyone who claims to be a Christian and is sinning openly such as greed, sexually immoral, drunkard, swindler or idolater should not even be company while dining (1 Corinthians 5:9-11, New International Version). He finishes chapter five (verse thirteen) by saying “Expel the wicked person from among you.”
Third, Paul confronts self-discipline of the heart. Starting from chapter six where Paul talks about lawsuits against other believers saying that it is better to be wronged than to cheat other brothers and sisters in the Lord. He then continues with discussion regarding staying single verses getting married, saying that if one cannot control their urges it is better to get married; if urges can be controlled then stay single to devote themselves to the Lord more fully (1 Corinthians 7, New International Version). He addresses this topic again in chapter eleven (verses 17-34, New International Version) concerning the Lord’s supper and how some stuff themselves while others go hungry. Finally, Paul confronts how they should live, striving to be like Christ who is the definition of love in chapter thirteen. Paul also explains how they should have worship services in chapter fourteen and sixteen.
 
From Christa
Galatians
The occasion for this letter was a controversy that developed among the churches in Galatia, and especially the one in Antioch, concerning the matter of requiring Gentile Christians to obey the Mosaic Law (The Pauline Letters, n.d.).
 
1 and 2 Thessalonians
Two letters that Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica are preserved in the New Testament. The first letter — 1 Thessalonians — was written to a community of believers who had been Christians for only a short period of time, probably no more than a few months (The Pauline Letters, n.d.). Paul preached on three successive Sabbath days. His ministry was successful to the extent that he won converts to Christianity from both Jews and Gentiles. Paul had encountered opposition, especially from Jews who had resentment towards the fact that he was able to win some Jewish followers. Paul left the city but sent Timothy to return. Timothy then later returned to Paul with the good news that the members of the church were still standing firm in their new faith. This is what triggered Paul to write the first letter to the Thessalonians. Paul's Second letter to the Thessalonians was a follow-up to the first letter.
 
1 and 2 Corinthians
Paul wrote at least four different letters to the church at Corinth, three of which are included in the New Testament. In what is now called 1 Corinthians, there is a reference to a former letter in which instruction was given concerning the type of conduct that should not be tolerated in a Christian church. 2 Corinthians is made up of two different letters (The Pauline Letters, n.d.). Although the Corinthian letters were addressed to a single church and were concerned primarily with local problems existing at that time, they are of special interest to readers of the New Testament. One reason for this interest is that the letters were written at an early date; therefore, they throw considerable light on the character of the Christian movement prior to the writing of any gospel account of Jesus' life (The Pauline Letters, n.d.).
 
Romans
Paul had not visited the church in Rome before he wrote the letter and was unfamiliar with their local problems. The letter was not written in the form that was used in his earlier correspondence with the other churches. Instead, he prepared his statement that had regarded the essential elements of the Christian religion. Paul wanted to speak of the gospel and he felt that it would be appropriate to not only visit the church in Rome but gain its full support for the missionary program that he envisioned.
 
Letters Written in Captivity
The visit to Rome was delayed for about three years, but when he finally reached the city, he arrived as a prisoner awaiting trial before the court of the emperor. While in Jerusalem, he was arrested on the charge of causing a riot in the Temple. After being held in prison in Caesarea for about two years, he was transferred to Rome at his own request to be tried. After spending about three years as a prisoner in Rome, he was tried and convicted (The Pauline Letters, n.d.).
Seven letters in the New Testament initially were credited to Paul on the assumption that he wrote them while a prisoner in Rome. However, three of these letters — 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus — now are generally recognized as belonging to a period somewhat later than Paul's death, and many New Testament scholars believe the same is true of the Epistle to the Ephesians, but the authorship question is in no way a completely settled issue (The Pauline Letters, n.d.).
 
Philippians
While Paul was in prison, the Philippian church had sent one of their members, Epaphroditus.  This man had brought with him a gift of money to give to Paul and had the intention to stay with Paul to assist him in any way that he could. However, Epaphroditus had became ill which unfortunately forced him to return home. Paul gave him a letter to take with him so that he could give it to the church.
 
Philemon
The letter to Philemon, was a very short letter which pertained to one topic. Paul want to make sure that a slave was saved from death whom had ran away from his master. A slave who leaves his master was considered a very serious offense and was legally punishable by death. For anyone who apprehended a runaway slave had the duty to return the slave immediately to the slave's master. The slave that Paul was writing about was named Onesimus. Paul insisted that the slave return to his master. The purpose of Paul writing this letter is to request that Philemon not only take back Onesimus as his slave but to treat him as a brother in Christ (The Pauline Letters, n.d.).
 
Colossians
The main purpose of the letter is to warn the church members of a philosophy that was making it’s way into that community. The letter was addressing a form of Gnosticism, which was a mixture of both philosophical and religious ideas. Paul believed that matter was evil and only spirit was good. He believed that the world had come into existence through the action of a series of intermediary beings whose worship was a necessary means toward human salvation (The Pauline Letters, n.d.).
 
The Pauline Letters. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/n/new-testament-of-the-bible/summary-and-analysis/the-pauline-letters
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From Chet
. Galatians
This letter to the Galatians what written to address the issues where the Jewish Christians insisted that the Gentile converts must abide by the traditional Jewish law. The most important argument against the traditional Jewish people had n Galatia was gentile circumcision. The letter to the Galatians warned against the church being attacked from the inside, not outside non-Christians. 
II. Thessalonians
Paul established a church in Thessalonica, but he was forced to leave so this letter to the Thessalonian people was written to convince the followers to stay the course. In the letter Paul tells them how he and timothy miss them and that they will see them again, but Satan keeps intervening (1 Thessalonians 2:14). In Chapter 4 Paul write about the people who have died are with Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:14). Paul also urges the Thessalian’s to be pure in their sexuality. 
III. Corinthian
Paul wrote this letter to the Corinth Christians because he saw how they were failing morally and he wanted to remind them of their Christian faith. Paul write to scold the people, but he also talks about the definition of love. “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. (1 Corinthians 13). I have performed several weddings and have use this passage every time. I never took the time to know why it was written until now. 
IV. Romans
The letter to the Romans was written to teach the death and resurrection of Christ and his forgiveness for our sins. One of the key points we learn from Romans is how Gods salvation is meant for all who follow Him, Jew and Gentile. Romans is considered a model for what is it means to be a Christian. Today we see Bible studies that teach new Christion’s the meaning of Christianity.
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